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VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS 

Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief, Section of Administration 
Office of Proceedings 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20024 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-1043 (Sub-No. 2) 
Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. 
—Abandonment Exemption— 
In Aroostook County, Maine 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

\ -

% ^ 
* / • 

% 

OC;iC5Coti-rc'j-o...n'J'' 

\ m 2 8 2011 
Pcrtot 

Pi!t'.!C Socoro 

Enclosed for filing on behalf of Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. 
("MM A") are the original and 10 copies of a Petition for Exemption seeking authority to 
abandon approximately .4 miles of rail line located in Van Buren, Maine. Also enclosed 
is a disc containing the Petition in Word format, including the draft form of Federal 
Register notice. 

A check in the amount of $6,300, representing the filing fee, is also enclosed. 
Please note, however, that MMA is also requesting the Board, pursuant to an enclosed 
letter, which is also dated March 25,2011, to waive the filing fee. Pending a decision on 
the request for a waiver, MMA wishes the Board to proceed with its processing and 
review of the Petition 

As described in the Petition, the abandonment is necessary in order to enable 
MMA to sell the abandoned to him and would line and certain adjacent property to the 
United States General Services Administration for purposes of construction of a land port 
of entry in Van Buren. Due to the accelerated schedule of the GSA for the land port of 
entry project, we are requesting the Board to handle the Petition on an expedited basis. 
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Please let me know if you have questions or need additional information. Thank 
you very much for your attention to this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

hs E. Howard 

Enclosures 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB 1043 (Sub-No. 2) 

MONTREAL, MAINE & ATLANTIC RAILWAY, 
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION ~ 
IN AROOSTOOK COUNTY, MAINE 

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION 

Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. ("MMA") hereby requests the Surface 

Transportation Board (the "STB" or the "Board") to exempt, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 

10502, the abandotmient by MMA of approximately .4 miles of rail line (the "Line") 

located in the Town of Van Buren, Aroostook County, Maine fi"om the requirements of 

49 U.S.C. 10903,10904 and 10905. As described more fiilly below, the proposed 

abandonment will not result in any loss of rail service, and it is necessitated solely in 

order to accommodate a project of the Federal Government. 

PROPOSED TRANSACTION 

The Line extends between milepost V 23.72 at Bridge Street in Van Buren, Maine 

and milepost V 24.12 at Main Street in Van Buren, which is the termination point of 

MMA's Van Buren Subdivision. MMA currently owns and operates a transloading yard 

located adjacent to the Line just southeast of Bridge Street near milepost V 23.72. 

Upon receipt of abandonment authority, MMA proposes to sell the Line and the 

transloading yard to the United States General Services Administration ("GSA"), which 
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plans to use the property, together with other property that has been acquired by GSA, for 

the construction of a new land port of entry facility for the U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection Agency. The new land port of entry facility will be located at Bridge Street at 

the end of the international highway bridge between Van Buren and St. Leonard, New 

Brunswick. 

MMA's transloading yard handles inbound shipments of lumber fi'om Canada, 

which arrive by truck and which are loaded into rail cars for outbotmd movement. As 

part of the proposed transaction between GSA and MMA, GSA has agreed to fund the 

construction of a new transloading facility for MMA. The new transloading facility will 

be located on the Van Buren Subdivision approximately .7 miles northwest of the current 

location. MMA anticipates that it will handle the same type and volume of business at 

the new transloading facility as it currently handles at the existing facility. 

GSA intends to use the MMA transloading yard, together with other adjacent 

parcels of real estate acquired by GSA from other owners, in order to construct the land 

port of entry facility. GSA will use the Line in order to build a roadway exit fi'om the 

new land port of entry facility. GSA will acquire the Line, the transloading facility and 

all of the rail, ties and other track material located on such property, and therefore MMA 

will not be engaged in any salvaging activities after the abandonment. The GSA project 

is the subject of an Environmental Assessment and has received all necessary 

envirormiental approvals in order to proceed. 

Construction of the land port of entry facility by GSA is on an accelerated 

schedule, because it is being fiinded pursuant to the American Reinvestment and 

Recovery Act. GSA is making every effort to accelerate the work so that the new land 



port of entry facility will be ready as soon as possible. In order to accomplish this goal, 

GSA needs to acquire the Line and the existing MMA transloading yard and complete the 

construction of the new transloading facility. As a consequence of this urgency, MMA 

respectftilly requests the Board to consider and decide this Petition on an expedited basis 

so that MMA is able to sell the property to GSA at the earliest possible date. 

THE LINE 

The Line is the stub end of the Van Buren Subdivision. Prior to the 1980s, the 

Van Buren Subdivision extended between Madawaska, Maine and Caribou, Maine. In 

the 1980s, the portion of the Subdivision between milepost V 24.12, the current 

termination of the Subdivision, and Caribou was abandoned. 

There are no rail customers that have facilities located on the Line, and no such 

facilities are foreseen. There has been no overhead traffic on the Line since the 

abandonment of the rest of the Van Buren Subdivision between milepost V 24.12 and 

Caribou in the 1980s. The only rail traffic on the Line consists of lumber that is received 

at MMA's transloading facility at milepost V 23.72 by trucks originating in Canada. The 

lumber is transloaded and moved by rail over the MMA system and to cotmections to the 

south and west. In 2010, approximately 2000 trucks loaded with lumber arrived at the 

transloading facility, and approximately 675 rail cars loaded with lumber left the facility. 

MMA anticipates that the level of business into and out of the new transloading facility 

that is being constructed by GSA will continue to be approximately the same. The Town 

of Van Buren supports the relocation of the MMA transloading yard and the operations 

that will be transacted there after the yard is completed and operations shift from the 



existing yard. See letter dated February 14,2011 from the Town of Van Buren, which is 

attached as Exhibit A. 

Two maps of the Line are attached hereto as Exhibit B. One map depicts the Line 

and its relation to other rail lines, highways, water routes and towns in the area, and the 

second map provides a closer view of the Line and its relationship to streets in Van 

Buren. The Line is located in United States Postal Service ZIP code 04785. Based upon 

information available to MMA, it does not appear that the Line contains any federally 

granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in MMA's possession conceming title will be 

made available to persons requesting such information. 

ARGUMENT 

As the Board well knows, it must exempt a transaction from regulation when it 

finds that (1) regulation is not necessary to carry out the rail transportation policy of 49 

U.S.C. 10101 and (2) either (a) the transaction is of limited scope or (b) regulation is not 

necessary to protect shippers from the abuse of market power. Over the years, the Board 

has regularly followed the Congressional intent to use this exemption authority liberally 

in order to eliminate administrative and financial costs associated with the continued 

regulation of abandonments. As shown below, the abandoiunent of the Line should be 

exempted from the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 10903,10904,10905 and the trail use 

regulations set forth at 49 CFR 1152.29. 

I. Regulation is Not Necessarv to Carrv Out the Transportation Policy. 

Detailed scrutiny of the proposed abandonment is not necessary to carry out the 

rail transportation policy. Exemption would minimize the expense associated with the 

preparation and filing of a formal abandonment application, expedite a decision and 



reduce regulatory barriers to exiting from the rail transportation business. 49 U.S.C. 

10101 (2) and (7). As described above, abandonment will not result in the loss of any rail 

service. Rather, the customers currently served on the Line will continue to be served by 

MMA at a new facility to be located approximately .7 miles away. Consequently, 

granting the exemption would ftullier sound economic conditions in the rail industry and 

encourage efficient management by permitting the rationalization of an uimecessary line. 

49 U.S.C. 10101 (3), (5) and (9). 

Exemption will not adversely affect other aspects of the rail transportation policy. 

For example, competition and the continuation of a sound rail transportation system will 

not be affected, because rail service will be maintained after the abandonment. 

II. The Transaction is of Limited Scope. 

The proposed transaction is clearly of limited scope. The Line is .4 miles in 

length, and it forms the stub end of the Van Buren Subdivision, The only business 

currently served by the Line involves 2 customers that deliver lumber by truck to the 

MMA transloading yard. As explained above, the 2 customers will continue to be served 

by MMA in the same manner as they are served today. 

III. There Will be No Abuse of Market Power. 

The abandonment will not result in any opportunity to abuse market power, much 

less any actual abuse. The 2 customers served by the transloading facility on the Line 

will continue to be served by MMA at the new fransloading facility being constructed by 

GSA. Consequently, regulation of the transaction is not necessary in order to protect any 

shippers from any potential abuse of market power. 



IV. Offers of Financial Assistance Should Not be Entertained. 

The application of 49 U.S.C. 10904 to the proposed abandonment is not necessary 

to carry out the rail transportation policy, and the transaction should, therefore, be 

exempted from the offer of financial assistance ("OFA") requirements. As the Board has 

noted, it has routinely granted exemptions from the OFA requirements when the right-of-

way in question is needed for a valid public purpose and there is no overriding public 

need for continued rail service. See, for example. Consolidated Rail Corp.— 

Abandonment Exemption-In Hudson County. NJ. STB Docket No. AB 167 (Sub-No. 

1190X), decision served May 17,2010 and decisions cited therein. 

In this case, the validity and importance of the public purpose is evident. GSA 

has been diligently acquiring and assembling parcels of property for the construction of 

the new land port entry facility. The Line and the existing MMA transloading facility are 

particularly important to GSA, because they are located at the center of the site of the 

new land port facility, at the end of the international highway bridge. Furthermore, there 

is no potential loss of rail service to balance against the public need for the abandonment 

and sale of the Line. Rail service will be continued at the new fransloading facility that 

will be constructed for use by MMA and its existing customers. 

V. The Transaction Should be Exempted from Public Use and Trail Use Conditions. 

Just as it would be inconsistent to apply the OFA conditions to the abandotunent, 

it would be inappropriate to subject the transaction to the customary public use and frail 

use conditions. The Line has already been identified by GSA for an eminently important 

public use that would preclude any ability to use the Line for any other public purpose. 

Similarly, construction of the land port facility would be impossible while 



accommodating a potential frail use agreement. In these circumstances, exemption from 

the public use and frail use conditions is the only reasonable course. 

OTHER MATTERS 

A Combined Envirormiental and Historic Report was filed with the Board on 

February 24,2011 and served as required by the regulations. Responses that MMA has 

received as a result of serving the Report are attached as Exhibits C through F. 

Specifically, the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife has found that there 

are no endangered species, threatened species or significant habitats relating to a variety 

of wildlife within the abandonment area (Exhibit C), and the Maine Department of 

Conservation has determined that there are no rare botanical features within the area 

(Exhibit D). The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife has also concluded 

that there are no known threatened, endangered or special status inland fish species or 

habitat within the proposed abandonment area (Exhibit E), and the Maine State Historic 

Preservation Officer ("SHPO") has determined that there are no historic properties 

affected by the proposed transaction and that no further consultation pursuant to Section 

106 of the National Historic Preservation Act is necessary (Exhibit F).' 

The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the 

proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protection conditions set 

forth in Oregon Short Line Railroad Co.-Abandonment-Goshen. 360 ICC 91 (1979). 

A draft Federal Register notice is attached hereto as Exhibit H. The newspaper 

notice required by 49 CFR 1105.12 was published in the Bangor Daily News, a 

' The response from SHPO was provided at the bottom of a letter addressed to the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, which indicated to MMA that the names and addresses on the 
transmittal letters by which die Combined Environmental and Historic Report were sent to the required 
parties may not have corresponded with the names and addresses on the envelopes. As a consequence, 
MMA sent a letter of explanation, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit G, to each such party. 



newspaper of general circulation in Aroostook County, on March 24,2011. A copy of 

the notice, as published, is attached as Exhibit 1. 

CONCLUSION 

For the reasons set forth above, MMA respectftilly requests the Board to exempt 

the proposed abandonment of the Line fixjm the provisions of 49 U.S.C. 10903,10904 

and 10905 and from the regulations governing trail use conditions. Furthermore, MMA 

requests that the Board handle this Petition expeditiously, including making the decision 

in effective as of the date of service, in order to accommodate the construction scheduling 

needs of GSA. 

Respectftilly submitted, 

MONTREAL, MAINE & 
ATLANTIC RAILWAY, LTD. 

^_yc(W*A-VV 
lesji. Howard 

1 Thompson Square 
Suite 201 
Charlestown, MA 02129 
(617) 886-9322 telephone 
(617) 886-9324 facsimile 
jim@jehowardlaw.com e-mail 

Attomey for Monfreal, Maine & 
Atlantic Railway, Ltd. 

Dated: March 25,2011 

mailto:jim@jehowardlaw.com


Certificate of Service and Publication 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Petition for Exemption was served by mailing a 

copy by first class mail, postage prepaid, as of March 25,2011 to the following: 

Maine Public Utilities Commission 
18 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0018 

SDDCTEA 
ATTN: SDTE-SA 
Railroads for National Defense 
709 Ward Drive, Building 1990 
Scott AFB,IL 62225-5357 

Chief of National Recreation and Trails 
U.S. Dept. of Interior - National Park Service 
Recreation Resources Assistance Division 
1849 C Sfreet, NW 
Washington, DC 20240-0001 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Chief of the Forest Service 
4* Floor NW, Yates Building 
201 14* Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20250 

Toni Kemmerle 
Chief Counsel 
Department of Transportation 
State of Maine 
16 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0016 

I hereby certify that a notice of abandonment was published in the Bangor Daily 

News, a newspaper of general circulation in Aroostook County, on March 24,2011 in the 

form attached hereto as Exhibit I. 

Dated: March 25,2011 ^̂ >)fMJUA \ S IrW^^*—»C 
Oame^ E. Howard 
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Town of VcHii Buren 
51 Msiiii. Streat, Suite 101 

. Van Buren, Maine 04785 
^('i7-f;(i8-:.^fiCj / PAX :o7-«;.s-.-'2:'2 

2169 

Gateway 
To The 

St. John Valley 

F'ebruaiy 14,2011 

Kobcrt C. (irindrod, Presidwit 
Monli'eitl, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. 
IS Iron Road 
Hernujn, MR 04401 

Re: MMA Transloading J-aciJlty, Van Buren, Maine 

Dear Mr. Giindrod: 

At the request of the Gcncrul Services Adiiiinistiation, wc arc providing this letter regarding the 
position of The Inhabiiani.'; ofihe Municipality of Van Biireti, Maine, a body corporate, localed 
at 5] Maiji Street. Van Buren, Aroo.'iiook Coiioiy, Maine, (the "iowii"), on ihc conslruoiion und 
operation by Montreal, Maine & Al)«intic Railway, Ltd. ("MMA"J, on certain land located Jn Van 
Uurcn, of a railroad trfm.<iloaciing j'acility to replace MMA's existing transloading iaciHly, also 
located in Van Buren. The new li unsloading facility will be comprised of 5.33+/- acres of land 
and is shown on the plan attached hereto as Exliibit A, It is oi.ir understanding that the reUwati.on 
of the Transloading facility is an essential eJeineiU of GSA's plan to iuiild a new land port ofentry 
in Van Buren and (hal ^4MA is not v>'illing to consent to the relocation without certain assurances 
frojjj tiic Towci. In these ciiwijustances, GSA has requested, and the Town js willing lo pjovide, 
a.ss\irance, for the henefil of MMA, which will be the owner and oijerator (W'lhe new facility, that 
the new facility may be eon.striicted, used and operated as a rail trfln.<«loading fatiliiy. and that 
Iruck.s may access the new facility via US Route 1 in Van Buren. and a new private driveway off 
Route 1, without objettiou or opposition by the Town. 

The Towi hereby agrees tliat it docs not object (o or oppose the coiistnictlon of the new facility 
and the operation and use of tlie properly shown on l£xlubit A as a railroad tran-isloading facility, 
The Town will not attempt to rely on any regulations or ordinances, inclnding zoning or land use 
regulations or ordinance."}, lo allempl to proliibit such constnicftoii or use or lo require any 
permitting or prcclcaiance- approvals. Furtheinioie, the 'I'own docs not objeci lo Ihe ti-ucks 
a.s.sor.jatcd with the operation and use of the new facility auces-sinj; iho facility via VS Route I in 
Van Buren and a new private driveway off U.S. Route 1. It i.*i the under.standing of tiie Town 
that any juienipt Iiy the Town to proliibit or regulate such construction, opeiation or use would be 

\'aii fiurifii i-i an Fauoi Onmi'Umil'̂ ' Ejiutioivr & Pioviiier 

ExhibitA 
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prohibited the fbdcral preemption pro vision contained in 49 U.S.C. lOSOI(b), as bioadeued by 
the ICC Tenflinalion Act of. 1995. Pub. 1.. No. 104-88,109 Stnt. 803 (1995) (iCCfA). 

I aui aiitlKiri/ed lo sign and send litis leUer on hchaif of the Town, and I hereby represent that 
this is a binding coinmitin'cut on behalf of the Town. 

Council Chamnan 

Council .Secretary 

Exhibit A 
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STATE OF MAINE 
DEPiVRlTvIENT OF ' 

INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE 
284 STATE STREET 

41 STATE HOUSE STATION 
AUGUSTA, ME 04333-0041 

PAUL R.].KPAGE TEL: 207-287-8000 CHANDLRR WOOncOCK 
r.OVB«NCa C0MM1SS10NUK 

Tuesday, March 01, 2011 

Mr. James Howard 
1 Thompson Square, Suite 201 
Charlestown, MA 02129 

Ref: Abandonment Exemption-Town of Van Buren, Aroostook Co, Maine 

Dear Mr. Howard: 

After review of the project site as presented by your enclosed map, the Wildlife Division 
for the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife finds no Endangered or 
Threatened Species (ETS) or significant habitats within the proposed abandon line 
location (V23.72—V 24.12). I have enclosed a copy of the habitat search for your 
convenience. Should you have any further questions please don't hesitate to call or 
email. Thank you for your time and consideration In this matter. 

Regards, 

Richard Hoppe 
Regional Wildlife Biologist, Ashland Office 
PO Box 447 
Ashland, ME 04732 

FISH AND WILDLIFE ON THE WEB! E-M/VIL ADDRESS-
www.mame.gov/ifw ifigir.'wcbmastci@inainc.gav P v h i h i t P 

http://www.mame.gov/ifw
mailto:wcbmastci@inainc.gav


Search for Wildlife Observations & Habitat-

New Brunswick 

^ . ^ • v > f.̂  y-J " i upland^Rtl_ _._.' 

Piping Plover / Least Tern 
O Nesting, Feeding, & Brood-

rearing Area 

O Roseate Tern 
Nesting Area 

O Deer Winter Area 

O Inland Waterfowl / Wading 
Bird Habitat 

O Tidal Waterfowl / Wading 
Bird Habitat 

O Seabird Nesting Island 

O Shorebird Area 

O Significant Vernal Pool 

Endangered, Threatened, 
O & Special Concern Species 

Habitat 

L 1 Township Boundary 

County 

Van Buren MM&A RR Abandonment 

0.06 0.12 0.18 0.24 Miles 

1 = 8,000 

UTM Protection, Zone 19N, NAD83 

N 

A 
P.O. Box 447 
Ashland, ME 04732-0447 
Voice: (207) 435-3231 
Fax: (207) 435-2009 
February 28,2011 

Exhibit C 



HMaprpt 
MAINE DEPARTMEra OF INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE 
P.O. Box 447, Ashland, ME 04732-0447 
Phone: (207) 435-3231, FAX: (207) 435-2009 

SITE-SPECIFIC SEARCH of WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS and HABITAT 

search Parameters 

County: Aroostook 
IF&W Region: G 
Township(s): Hamlin, van Buren 
Search Center: 580969 east, 5223131 north (unui NAD83 coordinates) 
Search Area: 0.12 sq. miles 
Date: Monday, February 28, 2011 

Results 

ESSENTIAL WILDLIFE HABITATS 

Piping Plover / Least Tern Nesting, Feeding, and Brood-rearing Areas 
None Found 

Roseate Tern Nesting Areas 
None Found 

NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION ACT (NRPA) HABITATS 

Seabird Nesting islands 
None Found 

Deer Winter Areas 
None Found 

Inland Waterfowl/Wading Bird Habitats 
None Found 

Tidal Waterfowl/wading Bird Habitats 
None Found 

Shorebird Areas 
None Found 

Significant vernal Pools 
None Found 

LAND USE REGULATION COMMISSION (LURC) DEER WINTER AREAS AND SEABIRD NESTING ISLANDS 
None Found 

ENDANGERED, THREATENED, OR SPECIAL CONCERN SPECIES OBSERVATIONS 

Environmental Review Polygons 
None Found 

Page 1 
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STATE OF MAINE 
D E I ' A R T M K N T o i ' C O N S E R V A T I O N 

93 S T A T E H O U S E STATION 
AUGUSTA, M A I N E 

O4333-01J93 

PAUL R. LEPAGE 
QOVERNOR 

WILLIAM H. BEARDSLEY 
COMMISSUNER 

February 28, 2011 

James Howard 
Attorney at Law 
1 Thompson Square, Suite 201 
Charlestown, MA 02129 

Re: Rare and exemplary botanical features in proximity to: STB Docket No. AB-1043 (Sub-No. 2), 
Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd., Abandonment Exemption, Van Buren, Aroostook County, 
Maine 

Dear Mr. Howard: 

I have searched the Natural Areas Program's Biological and Conservation Data System files in 
response to your request of February 21, 2011 for information on the presence of rare or unique 
botanical features documented from the vicinity of the project site in Van Buren, Aroostook County, 
Maine. Rare and unique botanical features include the habitat of rare, threatened, or endangered 
plant species and unique or exemplary natural communities. Our review involves examining maps, 
manual and computerized records, other sources of information such as scientific articles or published 
references, and the personal knowledge of staff or cooperating experts. 

Our official response covers only botanical features. For authoritative information and official 
response for zoological features you must make a similar request to the Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife, 284 State Street, Augusta, Maine 04333. 

According to the information currently in our Biological and Conservation Data System files, there are 
no rare botanical features documented specifically within the project area. This lack of data may 
indicate minimal survey efforts rather than confirm the absence of rare botanical features. You may 
want to have the site inventoried by a qualified field biologist to ensure that no undocumented rare 
features are inadvertently harmed. 

If a field survey of the project area is conducted, please refer to the enclosed supplemental 
information regarding rare and exemplary botanical features documented to occur in the vicinity of the 
project site. The list may include information on features that have been known to occur historically in 
the area as well as recently field-verified information. While historic records have not been 
documented in several years, they may persist in the area if suitable habitat exists. The enclosed list 
identifies features with potential to occur in the area, and it should be considered if you choose to 
conduct field surveys. 

This finding is available and appropriate for preparation and review of environmental assessments, 
but it is not a substitute for on-site surveys. Comprehensive field surveys do not exist for all natural 
areas in Maine, and in the absence of a specific field investigation, the Maine Natural Areas Program 
cannot provide a definitive statement on the presence or absence of unusual natural features at this 
site. 

MAINP. NATt.RAi. AREA.'! PROGRAM 
Moi J.Y r)cx:HKinY, DiRwrroR 

PlIONli: (207) 287-8044 
FAX. (207) 287-8eKhlb l t D 
TfY- (207) 287-2213 



Letter to: James Howard, Attomey at Law 
Comments RE: MMA Abandonment Exemption, Van Buren 
February 28,2011 
Page 2 of 2 

The Natural Areas Program Is continuously working to achieve a more comprehensive database of 
exemplary natural features in Maine. We would appreciate thie contribution of any information 
obtained should you decide to do field work. The Natural Areas Program welcomes coordination with 
individuals or organizations proposing environmental alteration, or conducting environmental 
assessments. If, however, data provided by the Natural Areas Program are to be published in any 
form, th6 Program should be informed at the outset end credited a t the soured. 

The Natural A^eas Program had inbtitutdd a fee structure of $7d.0d an hbur to retovfer the actual cdst 
of prdce6sihg your rtsqUe^t fdr infohndtidn. Ydu will receive an invbic^ fdr $75.00 fof oUr den/ices. 

THank ybu for using thfe Natural Afeak Prograhn in the dnvironmentai tevleW procfesd. j^ledsa dd ndt 
hdsit&te to coiitafct rfie if ybu haVe turtheh queitions bbbut the Natural fistai Pto^rarti tit about rare or 
urIiqUe botanical features on thi3 site. 

Slhcdreiy, 

D6n Cameron 
Edolcjiist. . ; 

' Maine Naiufdl Af^as Prdgralm 
207-2ft7-d04l 
clQn.s.camer6ngamalne.aov 

Enclc&ur^s 

Exhibit D 



S T A T E O F M A I N E 
D E P A R T M E N T O F 

I N L A N D F I S H E R I E S & W I L D L I F E 
284 S T A T E S T R E E T 

41 S T A T E H O U S E S T A T I O N 
A U G U S T A , M E 04333-0041 

PAUL R LEPAGE T E L : 207-287-8000 
COVERNOK CCMMISilONER 

March 2, 2011 

PO Box 447 
Ashland. ME 04732 

James E. Howard 
1 Thompson Square 
Suite 201 
Charlestown, MA 02129 

RE: STB Docket No. AB-1043 (Sub-No. 2) 
Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. 
—Abandonment Exemtion— 
In Aroostook County, Maine 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

Please be advised that there are no known threatened, endangered or special status 
Inland fish species or habitat within or adjacent the proposed rail line abandonment In 
the town of Van Buren, Maine. 

Sincerely, 

David J. Basley 
Regional Fishery Biologist 

FISH AND WILDLIFE ON THE WEB! E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
<̂ ifvy ifw.'webniasttt@inaiiie.gov 
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James E. Howard 

Attorney at Latf 
1 Thompson Square tcl 617.886.9322 
Suite 201 fax 617.886.9.324 
Charlestown, MA 02129 cell 617.905.6083 
www.jehowa i-dlaw.com jim@jehowardlaw.com 

February 24,2011 

iff(gff!!^i 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Region 1 

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 llljl pEtl 2 8 2011 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 f^ ^ _ . 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-1043 (Sub-No. 2) - — ' 
Montreal, Maine'& Atlantic Railway, Ltd. 
—Abandonment Exemption-
In Aroostook County, Maine 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

I represent Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. ("MMA"). MMA plans to file a 
Petition for Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") on or about March 22, 
2011 seeking authority to abandon approximately .4 miles of rail line in Van Buren, Maine 
between milepost V 23.72 (Bridge Street) and milepost V 24.12 (Main Street), which is part of 
the Van Buren Subdivision (the "Line"). Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic 
Report describing the proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as 
well as a map of the affected area. 

We are providing this report so thai you may review the information that will form the basis 
for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the infonnation is 
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent infonnation is missing, or if you have any 
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of 
Environmental Analysis ("SEA"), Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW, Washington, 
DC 20423, (202) 245-0245, and retcr to the above Docket No. 

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing 
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the undersigned) would be 
appreciated witliin 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the 
environmental and historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. 

If there are any questions conceming this proposal, please contact the undersigned at (617) 
886-9322 or by mail at the above address. 

Based on die infonnation submitted, I have concluded that there will be 
no historic properties afTected by the proposed undertaking, as defined 
by Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 
Consequently, pursuant to 36 CFR 800.4(d)(1), ao further Section 106 
consultation is required unless additional resources are discovered 
during project implementation pursuant to 36 CFR 800.13. 

Very truly yours, 

^James E. Howard 

Kiifc F. Mohney, J Date 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Oflioer 
Maine Historic Preservation Commission 

3M/i l( 
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James E. Howard 

Attornej! at Law 

1 Thompson Square tel 617.886.9322 
Suite 201 fax 617.886.9324 
Charlestown, MA 02129 cell 617.905.6083 
www.jehowarcllaw.com jim@jchowardlaw.com 

March 14,2011 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-1043 (Sub-No. 2) 
Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. 
—Abandonment Exemption-
In Aroostook County, Maine 

To: Attached List (Exhibit 1) 

By Ictto-'dated February 24,2011, in the form enclosed as Exhibit 2,1 provided, 
to each of the persons or entities listed in Exhibit 2, a copy of a Combined Environmental 
and Historic Report relating to a proposed abandonment that is being pursued by 
Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. We have discovered that it is possible that the 
address on the letter that you received might not have corresponded with the address on 
the envelope. Some of the addressees have responded, but others have not. 

I apologize for any confiision that may have been created. If you have not 
responded to the letter and Report, please feel firee to do so. If you have questions or 
need more information, please let me know. Thank you. 

Very truly yours, 

JamcsjE. Howard 
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Exhibit 1 

Maine State Planning Office 
38 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Maine Field Office - Ecological Services 
17 Godfrey Drive, Suite '#2 
Orono.ME 04473 

U.S. Envirormiental Protection Agency 
Region 1 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New 
England District 
696 Virginia Road 
Concord, MA 01742 

Lisa St. Hilaire 
Maine Natural Areas Program 
Department of Conservation 
93 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0093 

Douglas F. Beaulieu 
County Administrator 
County of Aroostook 
County Commissioners' Office 
144 Sweden Street, Suite 1 
Caribou, Maine 04736 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
967 Illinois Avenue, Suite 3 
Bangor, ME 04473 

U.S. National Park Service Northeast 
Region 
U.S. Custom House 
200 Chestnut Street, 5th Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection 
State House Section 17 
Augusta, ME 04333 

Maine Historic Preservation Conunission 
55 Capitol Street 
Station 65 
Augusta, ME 04333 

Steve Timpano 
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and 
WildUfe 
284 State St. 
State House Station 41 
Augusta, ME 04333-0041 

U.S. National Geodetic Survey 
NGS Information Services, NOAA, 
N/NGS12 
National Geodetic Survey SSMC-3, #9202 
1315 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282 
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Exhibit 2 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-1043 (Sub-No. 2) 
Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. 
-Abandonment Exemption-
In Aroostook County, Maine 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

I represent Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. ("MMA"). MMA plans to file 
a Petition for Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") on or after 
March 22,2011 seeking authority to abandon approximately .4 miles of rail line in Van 
Buren, Maine between milepost V 23.72 (Bridge Street) and milepost V 24.12 (Main 
Street), which is part of the Van Buren Subdivision (the "Line"). Attached is a Combined 
Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action and any expected 
environmental and historic efTects, as well as a map of the affected area. 

Wc are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form 
the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of 
tlie information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe tliat pertinent infonnation is 
missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's enviromnental re\'iew process, 
please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA"), Surface Transportation 
Board, 395 E Street, SW, Washington, DC 20423, (202) 245-0245, and refer to the matter 
described above. 

Because the apphcable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for 
processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy lo the undersigned) 
would be appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in 
evaluating the environmental and historic preservation impacts of the contemplated 
action. 

If there are any questions concerning tliis proposal, please contact the undersigned at 
(617) 886-9322 or by mail at the above address. 

Very truly yours, 

James E. Howard 
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STB No. AB 1043 (Sub-No. 2) 

Notice of Petition for Exemption to Abandon 

On March , 2011 Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway, Ltd. filed with the 
Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC 20423, a petition for exemption for the 
abandonment of a line of railroad known as a portion of the Van Buren Subdivision, 
extending from raibx)ad milepost V 23.72 near Bridge Street in Van Buren, Maine to 
milepost V 24.12, which is also in Van Buren, Maine, which traverses through United 
States Postal Service ZIP code 04785, a distance of approximately .4 miles, in Aroostook 
County, Maine. The line for which the abandonment request was filed includes no 
stations. 

The line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in 
the railroad's possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

The interest of railroad employees will be protected by Oregon Short Line 
Railroad Co.-Abandonment-Goshen. 360 ICC 91 (1979). 

Any offer of financial assistance will be due no later than 10 days after service of 
a decision granting the petition for exemption. 

All interested persons should be aware that following abandonment of rail service 
and salvage of the line, the line may be suitable for other public use, including interim 
trail use. 

Any request for a public use condition and any request for trail use/rail banking 
will be due no later than 20 days after notice of the filing of the petition for exemption is 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

Persons seeking fiirther infonnation containing abandonment procedures may 
contact the Surface Transportation Board or refer to the fiiU abandonment regulations at 
49 CFR part 1152. Questions conceming environmental issues may be directed to the 
Board's Section of Environmental Analysis. 

An environmental assessment (EA) (or environmental impact statement (EIS), if 
necessary) prepared by the Section of Environmental Analysis will be served upon all 
parties of record and upon any agencies or other persons who commented during its 
preparation. Any other persons who would like to obtain a copy of the EA (or EIS) may 
contact the Section of Environmental Analysis. EAC in these abandonment proceedings 
normally will be made available within 60 days of the filing of the petition. The deadline 
for submission of comments on the EA will generally be within 30 days of its service. 
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